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Abstract: A glucocorticoid hormone such as dexamethasone (a man made drug) and
cortisol (a natural hormone) released during stress increases the activity of
an enzyme found in mouse hepatocytes that metabolizes nicotine. Low
nicotine levels in the blood increases the urge to smoke. These enzymes
are CYP2A5 in mice and CYP2A6 in humans.
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