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Abstract: The evolution of ageing is a topic that remains poorly understood. A
simulated population of heterotrophs subjected to various degrees of
ageing allowed its effect on individual and group fitness to be determined.
Understanding the evolutionary basis of ageing has significant implications
for the debate surrounding human life extension.
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Rex Xia is a grade 12 student in Northern
Secondary School. He has a strong interest in
the life sciences and was ranked 6th out of
5,417 participants in the 2009 University of
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hopes to pursue a career in biological
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