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To establish the production of phytotoxin in early pathogenesis, spore
germination fluid (SGF) of Ascochyta rabiei was collected from thin film of
inoculum on the leaf surface of susceptible chickpea line. The results show
that A. rabiei produces a host-specific proteinaceious phytotoxin in SGF.
Furthermore, surface protein isolated from leaf surface wash of resistant
line showed defensive nature by inhibiting spore germination in compatible
interaction.
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