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Environmental Distribution of Giardia and Cryptosporidium

Challenge: Environment

Category: Senior

Region:  Southeast Alberta

City: Medicine Hat, AB, Redcliff, AB

School: Medicine Hat High School

Abstract: Sewage samples were collected from Medicine Hat and analysed for the
protozoan parasites Giardia and Cryptosporidium. A database on the
normal concentration of these parasites was developed to be used in the
early detection of outbreaks. (Oo)cysts were shown to adhere to the
stomata of lettuce and spinach, as well as the tissue of fibrous roots. These
parasites were also detected throughout our local watershed.
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