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Intervertebral disc (IVD) degeneration is a major cause of back pain, and
CCN2 proteins play a critical role in IVD development and aging. Previous
study has proven that the loss of CCN2 in the nuclues pulposus results in
the accelerated degeneration. My project's goal was to determine the
molecular mechanism of the accelerated degeneration, and to determine
the initiation point of the tissue degeneration.
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Biography
I got the inspiration for my project from my
dad. My dad has a spine disease, and seeing
the consequences of the spine disease, I was
interested in getting to know more about it. I
would like to continue in determining the
mechanism of intervertebral disc
degeneration until molecular treatment for the
disease is developed. Participating in science
fair opens up so many different opportunities
for everyone, and disregarding the results, it
is a good experience overall. Having
enthusiasm is the most important point, and
results will correspond to the commitment that
was put into the project.


