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Landfill Reduction by Reusing Polyethylene

Challenge: Innovation

Category: Intermediate

Region:  York

City: Richmond Hill, ON

School: Richmond Hill H.S.

Abstract: This project used plastic shopping bags and recycled them by weaving
them into footwear for potential use in developing nations. Through this
effort, the aim is to reduce the 1 trillion plastic bags that are discarded into
the landfills and the environment each year, and concurrently, help solve a
serious third world problem.

Biography

Awards Value

Hi, I'm Katelyn Wang, a 9th grade student Excellence Award - Intermediate - Bronze Medal

attending Richmond Hill High School. This Sponsor: Youth Science Canada

year, | was excited to participate in the many Western University Scholarship $1 000
clubs offered at school. As part of this Bronze Medallist - $1000 Entrance Scholarship

enrichment, | am looking forward to spending Sponsor: Western University

a week in Nashville, Tennessee, as part of Total $1 000

the Ontario delegation to compete in the
International Career Development
Conference (DECA). In 2013, | joined ME to
WE. The experience was inspiring and
personally rewarding. Being in North America,
and residing in a country with the highest
standard of living, we often take for granted
the abundance and richness around us. | truly
believe that our purpose extends beyond
ourselves, but more importantly, it is to help
and give back to those who need our
assistance. In particular, the Rafiki bracelets,
sponsored by ME to WE, was a pivotal
inspiration to my science project this year. It is
my sincere hope to provide developing
nations with footwear to protect billions of
people suffering from unnecessary foot
diseases, while helping to alleviate the
ever-increasing landfill problem.
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