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Mainly, I studied how a gene - Engrailed - affected the movement of cancer
cells. My experiment showed that when cells have this gene, they migrate
twice as fast; interesting since it was present in almost all the cells I tested.
If I can stop this gene from working, I can slow down the cancer and help
save a lot of lives in the future.
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Biography
Cancer is something that has affected me a
lot within my short life. Before I was even
born, my grandfather died of it. Recently, I
saw a little boy I knew from before he was
even in the womb receive a leukemia
diagnosis. When I read a paper about the
presence of Engrailed being a biomarker in
prostate cancer, I knew I had to investigate -
that this could be my chance to contribute to
the fight. My plans for further investigation
are, of course, to do more replicates of the
experiment to make sure they will shield the
same result. After I've gathered that
information and it's validated, I will move on to
investigating if Engrailed has the same affect
in other ovarian cancer cell lines and then
onto other cancers if that proves the same. If
so, I will work on trying to inhibit the gene to
slow down migration and metastisis of
cancerous cells within a patient. Advice I
would give other students when doing a
project is to do it on something you're
passionate about. With enough passion, you'll
be driven forward and you will never think of it
as work, but just a new discovery.


